I’m going to visit the home of a President!
A Social Story

When I arrive:

The first building I see is the visitor
center. My family will park in the lot
across from this building.

I will stay with my family walking
through the parking lot.

This area is called the breezeway.
There is a sign that points to the
restrooms.

At the visitor center I can...
I can shop in the gift store for books,
souvenirs and other items.

I can get a snack or eat lunch in the
café.

If my family has not purchased their
tickets, we can do that at the ticket
office.

After I have my ticket...
I can stop at the counter to get my
audio guide. The staff members there
will show me how it works.

There is a kid’s tour on the audio
guide that makes learning about the
history of the Hermitage fun!

I can also see a short movie in the
visitor center. When the movie starts
the lights are turned off and it can be
loud.

When I am in the museum...
There are more things for me to learn
in the museum at the visitor center.
There may be other guests learning
too.

Some things in the museum I can not
touch. If it is hard for me to not touch,
I can put my hands in my pockets or
hold them together.

There are also more videos and touchscreen monitors I can see and hear.

When I am ready to see the mansion...
I will follow the path when walking
around the grounds.

Along the path there are signs with
numbers for my audio tour. The kid’s
tour audio numbers are blue, and the
adult tour is red.

There are signs that have more
information and pictures about the
history of the Hermitage.

When I am walking to the mansion...
There are places I can sit along the
paths when I need a break.

I might see a golf cart when I am
walking on the path. I will move to the
grass to let it drive past. I will not try
to touch the golf cart or jump in front
of it.

When I am ready to see inside the
mansion I will walk to the front. The
front is painted white.

When I arrive at the mansion...

There are guides who will meet me
outside. They are dressed in costume.
They will review rules for my tour and
tell me information. They may have
objects that I can see and touch to
help me learn more.

I may have to wait for my tour of the
mansion.

During my tour of the mansion...

I will stay with my guide. I will
remember to only stand on the carpet
and to not touch the walls. If I want
to leave the tour, the guide will show
me the way out.

Inside the mansion are stairs. If I do
not want to go upstairs I can tell the
guide. The guide will get me a picture
book so I can see what the rooms
upstairs look like.

Other areas I can see...
There are other buildings near the
mansion that I can see. Some I can
only look through the door.

Some buildings I can go inside and
learn about other people that lived on
the property.

This building is used for special
events. It has a back porch that can
be a quiet place.

More places to explore...

I can go inside these cabins to learn
more about the early history of Andrew Jackson and the Hermitage.
From here,

There is also a garden near the mansion. There are people buried in the
garden, including Andrew Jackson and
his wife Rachel.

There is a nature path I can walk on
to learn more about the history of the
Hermitage. It is a mulch path, and can
be bumpy.

While on the grounds I may see...
Sometimes there are special programs. There may be a lot of people
and it can be loud.

I may see cows behind a fence in
the field or other animals along
the path. I will not touch them or
chase them because they are wild.

There is a horse drawn wagon that
people can ride during their visit. I
will not run to the horses or try to
touch them without asking permission.

When I am ready to leave...

I will follow the path back to the visitor center.

I will return my audio guide to the
desk inside the visitor center.
I can spend more time in the museum, visit the gift store and use the restrooms before I leave.

